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THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS 
 FACTSHEET 

2002: Year the Government of the Republic of Cyprus took over refugee 
protection responsibilities from UNHCR following the adoption of national 
refugee law in 2000 

55,890: Asylum applications received in the government controlled part 
of the country from 2002 

1,074 refugees, 6,890 granted subsidiary or humanitarian protection, 
3,088 asylum- seekers, 221 unaccompanied/separated children applied 
for asylum  

Top ten nationalities of asylum-seekers: Syria, Palestine, Vietnam, 
Pakistan, India, Ukraine, Somalia, Egypt, Iraq and Sri Lanka 

 



Terminology… 

 

 

“Public legal education provides people with awareness, knowledge and understanding of rights 
and legal issues, together with the confidence and the skills they need to deal with disputes 
and gain access to justice. Equally important, it helps people recognize when they may need 

support, what sort of advice is available and how about getting it. PLE has a further key role in 
helping citizens to better understand everyday issue, making better decision and anticipating 

and avoiding problems”   

Public Legal Education Taskforce, 2007, p. 9 



… 

     

 

Basic ingredients that make an active citizen who is able to fully participate in everyday life. 
Being legally capable simply means to be able to perform our role as equal members of 
society while being aware of our basic rights and responsibilities. It is not about complex 

legal concepts; it is about empowerment and proper education 



What’s going on in Cyprus 
Because off  its history Cyprus has always been an open society. After the war of 1974 
many Cypriots went abroad either to live or for work and this made Cypriots more open 
to other cultures. In recent years structural changes in the economy and entry in the EU 
opened the gate for foreign workers and family to come to Cyprus. As long as the 
economy was doing well, problems were minimal. After the economic crisis which 
culminated in 2013 there have been signs of racism especially against workers from third 
countries and political refugees.  
 

What’s 
going on 
in Cyprus 



Furthermore… 

(i) 

No community-
led system exist 
which educate 
the youth on their 
legal rights  

(ii) 

KISA and other 
NGO’s help the 
refugees and 
asylum seekers  

(iii) 

Knowledge gap in 
relation to youth 
empowerment 
through public 
legal education for 
socially excluded 
groups of migrant 
background 



About KISA 

• KISA is a NGO, established in 1998, and its vision is the 
promotion of an all-inclusive, multicultural society, free of 
racism, xenophobia and discrimination.  

• It focused on the fields of Migration, Asylum, Racism, 
Discrimination and Trafficking and it includes 
awareness-raising of the Cypriot society as well as 
lobbying in order to influence the legal and structural 
framework, the policies and practices in these fields.  

•  Operates a Migrant and Refugee Centre that provides 
free information, support, advocacy and mediation 
services to migrants, refugees, victims of trafficking and 
racism / discrimination and ethnic minorities in general, 
as well as promotion of the integration, empowerment 
and self-organisation of migrants and refugees.  

• KISA is also a very active member of European and 
international NGOs and networks such as the EIF 
(European Integration Forum), ENAR (European 
Network Against Racism), and others. 



Findings based on KISA Report:  
Factors which served to discourage migrants and refugees  

• Language Barrier:  

   most migrants and refugees are not as comfortable in Greek/English and most services 
cater for the language barrier. 

• Internalized Disempowerment: 

Hiding their religion is a necessity in order to get a job (Islamphobia) 

• Lack of faith in the System 

Marginalized people either take it upon themselves to fight the system due to a lack of trust 
in the authorities/ choose to remain silent 

• Little knowledge in what constitute their rights 

PLE and access to PLE is alien to most marginalized youth 

 

 



                   Conclusion 
 
- Dissemination by the authorities of good quality 
information regarding refugee and migrant’s legal 
rights 
- Training on PLE and where to access rights 
- Social support and mental health professionals 
available- linguistic, social and emotional difficulties of 
the recipients 
 
 



Any questions??  


