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More than a network



VISION

“A just world in which there is respect for
human dignity and cultural diversity.”

PURPOSE

“To contribute to legal education, to foster
mutual understanding and to promote
social responsibility of law students and

young lawyers”



The European Law Students’ Association (ELSA) is an international, independent, non-political,
non-profit making organisation run by and for students and recent graduates, who are
interested in achieving academic and personal excellence in addition to their legal or law-
related studies at university.
ELSA aims at providing its members a platform to develop their existing skills and acquire new
ones, to interact with fellow students and experienced practitioners from different states and
legal systems around Europe, and to be equipped for a professional life in an international
environment, through mutual understanding, intercultural cooperation and the large variety of
activities and projects the Association offers.
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THE ASSOCIATION



The Vision and Purpose of ELSA is our driving force. Since its inception in 1981, ELSA went
through a long way filled with numerous accomplishments.

- Promotion of Human Rights along with the Council of Europe, ELSA’s Human Rights
Partner.

- Conduction of a variety of projects improving law students’ knowledge.
- Special Consultative Status by the United Nations and ELSA representative offices in 43

countries.
- Professional visits to top law firms and educational courses by the world’s leading

lawyers.
- To contribute to legal education, to foster mutual understanding and to promote

social responsibility of law students and young lawyers
- By providing opportunities for law students and young lawyers to learn about other

cultures and legal systems in a spirit of critical dialogue and scientific co-operation.
By assisting law students and young lawyers to be internationally minded and
professionally skilled. By  encouraging law students and young lawyers to act for the
good of society.

GOALS AND ACHIEVEMENTS



The Student Trainee Exchange Programme (STEP) enables law
students and young lawyers to spend a period of time working

abroad in a law related area, thus introducing them to a different legal
system and enabling them to gain valuable professional experience.

ELSA supplements the traineeship schemes of law firms, companies,
banks, universities, public and private institutions and provides

suitable trainees for both short and long term placements.
Traineeships can last between two weeks and two years. STEP gives

the trainee increased knowledge of a particular legal system or an
area of law, thus strengthening the professional skills of the trainee.

As important as the academic and professional skills are, the
improved language abilities and the experience of another culture
that the trainee gains while participating in STEP are invaluable.

STUDENT TRAINEE EXCHANGE PROGRAMME (STEP)



The EMC2 is a simulated hearing of the WTO dispute settlement system.
The teams prepare and analyze a fictive case and present their arguments
both for the Complainant and the Respondent in front of a Panel which

consists of WTO and trade law experts.
The aim is to enhance knowledge of international trade law and WTO
dispute settlement procedures as well as to enhance the capacity for

meaningful engagement in multilateral trade in the long term.
One of the biggest flagship projects in ELSA’s network is the ELSA Moot
Court Competition on WTO- law in co-operation with the World Trade

Organization. Teams from all over the world submit their written
submissions and subsequently compete against each other in five Regional

Rounds, this takes the form of a simulated hearing of the WTO dispute
settlement system. The best teams get the chance to plead in front of

experts of the WTO at the headquarters in Geneva.



Another flagship project of ELSA is the European
Human Rights Moot Court Competition

(EHRMCC), organized in co-operation with the
Council of Europe in the European Court of Human
Rights (ECHR). The European wide competition is a
simulation of a hearing concerning the violation of
the European Convention on Human Rights and

allows the best teams to plead in front of judges at
the ECHR. It’s a unique opportunity to enhance the

knowledge about human rights and fundamental
freedoms throughout debates with students from all

over Europe.



A week full immersion dedicate to a particular legal topic such as Environmental Law,
Business Law Challenge, Intellectual Property Law etc. There are workshops and frontal
lectures held in English by experts in the field and professors. The biggest advantage of an

ELSA Law School is the combination of a theoretical view provided by professors and
practical view provided by lawyers.



ELSA is well-known in the world of international organisations and ELSA still makes
international institutions aware of the fact that in case they are looking for a partner
among students’ organisations for cooperation, there is ELSA to rely on. ELSA aspires
to be the student partner of the legal profession in Europe (and beyond its borders), as
well as of international organisations.
ELSA has a special status and cooperation with the follow organisations where
members can partecipate as observers:
- UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO);
- UN Economic and Social Council (UN ECOSOC);
- UN Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL);
- UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC);
- Council of Europe;
- Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR); §
World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO);
- Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD);
- Coalition for the International Criminal Court (CICC).



The ELSA Day was held for first time on the 20th of March 2013. This was the first time in the ELSA
history when the entire ELSA Network was working together to realise a unique Human Rights forum,
to discuss International and European standards of protection and implementation of human rights.

It succeeded in realising a unique Human Rights forum of coordinated ELSA Day events where the Network
discussed national and international standards of protections and implementation of Human Rights. The forum was
united under the banner “ , the idea falling back on ELSA’s Vision.
Since then we have continued to jointly demonstrate our Human Rights Commitment by providing legal education
opportunities, which enable law students to be independent and critical members of society every year.
The  will take place on the . This time the focus will be on

.  Stay tuned for more information about all the extraordinary events that will soon take
place!



IFP stands for International Focus Programme: it is a hot legal topic chosen by the Council in order
to focus the potential of the ELSA Network into raising awareness and interest in that topic.
The point of the International Focus Programme is therefore to get all the local groups of our
Network to start organising events around the same topic; if done properly, this can become a
major factor in forming the general opinion and mindset of young lawyers and law students. Most
notably, it can help ensure that problematic issues of a certain topic are treated from a legal point of
view.
What is Environmental Law?
Definition
Environmental Law is a body of Law which regulates human activities which have an impact on the
natural environment and thereby endanger it if left unregulated. Environmental Law also regulates
and plans human activities that aim to preserve and replenish the environment.
Environmental law consists of numerous sub-branches of law such as energy law, pollution law,
natural resources law, waste management law, air and water quality law to name a few.

International Focus Programme 2016-2019
(IFP)



They are academic, cultural and social exchanges which are organised between a
minimum of one ELSA group and minimum of another ELSA group or a group
from ELSA’s partner organisations in Asia(ALSA), the Dominican Republic (DLSA)
or in Israel (ILSA).Study Visits can be:
- Bilateral: Where two groups visit each other;
- Multilateral or unilateral.

The visit is National when is organised between the groups in the same country.
The visit is International when is organised between groups from different
countries. AimStudy Visits are the very essence of ELSA: sharing experiences
with people of different cultural and legal backgrounds. International study visits
aim to develop mutual understanding and provide an opportunity to share
cultural experiences, combined with an academic programme to foster the
exchange of legal knowledge.

STUDY VISIT (SV)



They are visits to governmental or non-governmental organisations,
public administrations, private institutions, universities or other higher
education institutions, where the main purpose of the event is the visit
itself.
Through these events we  give our members opportunity to get to
know the work of different types of institutions first hand and benefit
from the fact that the trip is completely organised by motivated ELSA
Officers.

INSTITUTIONAL VISIT



It is a procedural simulation that for more than fifteen years it
sees more than 100 students from all over Italy, taking on the
garments of the parts of a judged judgment based on a fictitious
case.
Since 1994, it has been the largest process simulation in Italy for
students and graduates.

NATIONAL MOOT COURT COMPETITION
(NMCC)



The first trading competition in Italy that sees the participation
of more than 40 students from all over the country, who are
confronted to reach an agreement.
The only simulation of assisted trading in Italy for students and
graduates.

NATIONAL NEGOTIATION COMPETITION
(NNC)



It’s a group of law students with an aim to make their conclusions publicly and
internationally accessible. Conduct the research together with legal professionals and
join the project, which is supported by Council of Europe and many other
recognized institutions. Final publication is compiled by researchers from 43 different
countries, which present diverse jurisdictions and diverse legal systems. More than
250 students and professionals from all over the Europe are involved in the research.

LEGAL RESEARCH GROUPS (LRG)



It is a legal experience in the national field, at law firms and companies,
offering members of all local sections of ELSA Italia to be selected for
the performance of one or more paid placements that are of a
vocational training and orientation.
Apprenticeships paid in Italy at law firms and companies, concluded by
the local sections of ELSA Italia.

TRAINEESHIP COURSES (PIT)


